On the next morning her bowels were opened with a dose of castor oil. Her liver could now be felt just at the edge of the ribs, hard to the touch. Pilocarpine 1-20 of a grain in the form of pills was administered, three times a day ; no perceptible effect was observed on the first day ; but on the second she began to perspire freely, her appetite increased, and she could take food well; her skin became moist and soft, her liver also became soft to the touch, and the yellowish hue gradually disappeared from the conjunctivae. Her urine became copious and natural, and there has been no tendency of accumulation of fluid in her abdomen. In short, she felt quite well, and her unpleasant symptoms vanished, and was discharged cured on the 10th November, i.e., yesterday.
The drug has certainly proved very efficacious in this case, and deserves further trial. The only question is how it acted on a scirrhosed liver, especially upon the thickened and contracted Glisson's capsule. This I am at a loss to understand, and trust that some of your numerous readers will kindly enlighten me on the subject.
